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SEASON KICK-OFF UPDATE
Wow, this summer is off to an amazing start! On June 11, we trained 22
new Volunteer Wilderness Rangers, and will train 22 more by July 9.
These 44 members of the VWR Class of 2022 bring our total of active
VWRs to 126 this year. That’s 252 boots on the ground for our
Wilderness! You can watch any part of the 2 ½ hour June 11 training
here on our new YouTube channel.
In addition, ESWA and the USFS successfully certified 15 new ESWA
Volunteer Sawyers as A/B-Buckers and re-certified 2 current ESWA
Volunteer Sawyers in our June 10-12 training session. Each trainee
completed 8 hours of online training, 3 hours of classroom training, first-

aid & CPR certification, and approximately 16 hours of field training.
Anne Dal Vera, a certified USFS trainer, led the training class with help
from USFS’ Kat Bazan and ESWA Sawyers Rick Williams and Zach Kauk.
During the field training, each trainee had to show competence
identifying safety hazards, leans and binds, ability to plan an escape
route, competence with an ax, proper tool selection and maintenance,
and proper cutting technique. For 2022, ESWA has agreed to clear 10
trails in Summit County and 6 trails in Eagle County. With these 15 new
Sawyers, our total Sawyer volunteer force is now 72 people strong, of
which 31 are certified to at least the A-Bucker level.
July 2, we will co-sponsor a Trailhead Hosting Day with Friends of the
Dillon Ranger District. Here’s a Summit Daily article featuring this
important day for Wilderness and trail education on a busy weekend.
Patrols, trail clearing, and trailhead hosting are going gangbusters!
Thanks to all of the volunteers who have worked so hard to get this
season off to a great start.

UPCOMING EVENTS
July 9 & 12 ESWA Weedspotters Weed Pulls: ESWA and FDRD
volunteers will be attacking the thistle infestation on Hunter's Knob in
Silverthorne again this year (3rd year!). Join us for these weed pull
days: Saturday July 9 at 9:00 a.m. and Tuesday July 12 at 4:00 pm.
Come help us eliminate this infestation for good! Sign up on the FDRD
website (https://fdrd.org/calendar/). E-mail Jim Alexander for more
details (jimofcolorado@gmail.com).
Day Trail Work Trips: In addition to the overnight Llama-Supported
Trail Work Trips mentioned in last month's newsletter, ESWA also has
day work trips. The U.S. Forest Service needs our help to maintain trails
and install signs in our Wilderness Areas. ESWA is planning a July 16
workday to repair, replace, and install new signs in the Wilderness and
perhaps do some trail maintenance as well. Details are still being
planned, but we expect to hike 2-3 miles into the Wilderness. No
previous experience is necessary. Additional workdays are also being
planned. If you are interested, please email Dave at
David.L.Brewster@gmail.com.

Llama-Supported Trail Work Trips:

If you're interested in an overnight weekend trip supported by llamas,
we have several coming up in July and August (dates are listed in the
Important Upcoming Dates section below). Currently, the trips are full,
but you can get on the waitlist by emailing Krista Hughes
at krista.a.hughes@gmail.com.

GRANTS NEWS
ESWA depends on grant funding to support our mission to preserve and
protect our local Wilderness Areas. We recently received a grant from
The Summit Foundation for $4,300 and a $30,000 grant from the
National Forest Foundation-Ski Conservation Fund. These funds are
critical to supporting our work in the Wilderness. When you see him out
pulling weeds or on the trail, congratulate Jim Alexander, who leads
these efforts for us, and please let him know if you have any suggestions
of grant opportunities.

ESWA VWRs KNOW HOW TO PARTY!

ESWA hosted two fun gatherings for new and old VWRs. VWRs met at
the E-Town Brewery in Edwards, and the great attendance indicated that
participation is growing on the Eagle side. In Summit County, VWRs met
at the Highside Brewery in Frisco, and everyone had a fine time.

SAVE THE BIGHORNS
ESWA supports preserving winter bighorn sheep habitat in East Vail. The
bighorn sheep’s range includes the Eagle’s Nest Wilderness. For more
information, watch the short video at https://www.vailbighorn.org.

SAFE WILDLIFE PASSAGES
Victory! The Colorado Senate passed a bill to provide permanent funding
for constructing additional safe wildlife crossings, CO SB22-151 Safe
Crossings for Wildlife and Motorists, and with Governor Polis’s signature,
the bill is now state law. ESWA supports providing safe road crossings
for wildlife. Wildlife need to move about freely in order to survive - roads
cause habitat fragmentation, making it harder for wildlife to access food
and water, reproduce, and migrate, putting both wildlife and motorists at
risk. Close to home, CDOT is planning additional wildlife passages on I-

70 near Vail Pass, which will provide safer access for wildlife entering the
Eagles Nest Wilderness. For more background on why safe wildlife
passages are so important:
https://www.summitcountysafepassages.org/.

IN OTHER NEWS...
Bill Betz delivered several excellent talks
about Wilderness to Rotary Clubs in Eagle
and Summit Counties and in the Front
Range, providing great publicity for ESWA
and our efforts to preserve and protect
Wilderness. To support his presentations,
Bill created a database comparing the five
Wilderness protection organizations active
in the area and their volunteer
opportunities, which he can share upon request.

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES
July 2: Joint Trailhead Hosting Day with FDRD
July 9: Alternate training date for new VWRs
July 9 & 12: Noxious and invasive weed pulls - July 9 and 12 in
Summit County. Additional dates and locations to be announced.
Interested? Contact Jim Alexander at jimofcolorado@gmail.com
July 15-17: Llama-supported Work Trip – Nolan Lake
July 16: ESWA Trail Work Day – for more info, email
David.L.Brewster@gmail.com
July 22-24: Llama-supported Work Trip – Willow Creek
August 12-14: Llama-supported Work Trip – Lake Charles
August 19-21: Llama-supported Work Trip – Upper Constantine

Donate

Special thanks to our partners for making our work possible!
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